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hreefal Mehta exemplifies the essence

of Tech Valley, combining business and

Clence,

Tenjoy walking the path that connects
both science and business on a daily basis,
sasing my corimuntcation skifls to make

-basic science and research move 1oward

'_prsducts that can be reatized with sommar-

weiabvalue” e says,

e Mehta, 38, co-founded drug dise very

_startup Myoratric Therapeutics, ard served

-85 its CEQ T suecessfully built the company

“over a period of three years. The objective,

- Ir part, was to position new techinalogy to

adidress unmet medical needs!

© Myomatric Therapeutics mergad last year

Cwitha public Australian biotech comparny,

- bringing industry-leading drug discovery

'ﬁéchnalogy to the region. Mehtais now

vice president for business and corporate

devsiapmam at Cytopia Inc, a wholly owned

= subsidiary of Cytopia Research Pty. Ltd. and
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As program director of the Radical innova-
tion Research Program from 2003 through
2005 at Renssalaar Polytechnic Institute,
Methita worked to involve executives from
such market-leading companies as inta),
P&G and Dow Corning, At Renssalser, Mehta
introduced a multi-disgiplinary course for
enginesring and business students, bridging
the gap In the current technology and busi-
ress course offerings.

“This course hielps students make hatter
career decisions, and could be usefid in
helaing researchers make better decisions
concerning research directions” he says.

The popular Biotechnology Management
and Entrepreneurship Serminar Series started
five years ago in recognition of a similar need
for commercialization expertise i the Capital
Region. The serminar series has attraciad
maore than 2000 cumulative attendees and
has become s premier networking event for

27

FORTY UNDER

students, entreprenaurs and executivas infer-
ested in biotechnology commercialization in
the Capital Region, It s now videoconferenced
tve throughout upstate New York,

Growing up in ndia, Mehta was encour-
aged by his pavents’ confidence in hir. “They
sent me alone to the United States at age 16
to pursue my goals of higher education in
a fair and flexihle education system. When
Vgraduated from high school, f wanted
buiid therapies {devices) to help others lead
irmproved Hves”

Dagrees from the University of Texas,
Rutgers and Rensselaers Lally Schou! have
followed.

Mehta describes his turning point as the
deciston to leave bench research w move
to go into business, I did so because | felt |
could contribute mare by bringing products
o market. In hindsight, they were all good
moves, but difficult ones 1o ruake”

Shreefal Mehta

Vice president for business and corporate
development, (ytopfa fnc.




